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Editorial 
On the occasion of the appearance of the 50th volume of this Journal we like to mention 
some facts about its history. 
The first issue of the Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics was published in 
March 1975 by the Koninklijke Vlaamse Ingenieursuereniging in Antwerp (Belgium). The 
Principal Editors at that time were J.P. Brans, J. De Kerf, M.J. Goovaerts and R. Piessens. The 
front cover of this first issue is displayed in Fig. 1. The Principal Editors were assisted by a 
Belgian “Editorial Board” and an international “Board of Associate Editors”. 
In the Preface to the first issue Prof. Dr. L. Collatz wrote: “The applied mathematics and 
the computer science take an ever growing part in the present rapidly developing technology, 
natural sciences and other fields of knowledge. In much the same way as in the age of Newton 
and Leibnitz the application field of mathematics is growing now extraordinarily. Indeed 
mathematics now penetrate into much branches of science as biology, psychology, economy, 
medicine and other fields (in which a mathematic approach was rather unusual).” and further: 
“Thus, I believe that providing the possibility of close contact between mathematics and the 
fields of applications is an especially important task, which will also serve the purpose of the 
new journal.” 
Since its start the Journal CAM received a growing interest from all over the world. 
Together with this interest there was a need for making it more international. Therefore a new 
publisher with experience on the international market was contacted. In 1983 North-Holland 
Publishing Company became the new publisher of Journal CAM. 
The change of publisher also brought several other changes. The Editorial Board was 
“internationalized”, the quality of printing was improved and a new format and cover were 
introduced. Volume 9 was the first volume published by North-Holland in March 1983. The 
front cover (see Fig. 2) showed a portrait of the Dutch mathematician Ludolf van Ceulen 
(1540-1610), who spent many years computing the first twenty decimals of IT. The Principal 
Editors at that time were M.J. Goovaerts, W.B. Gragg and L. Wuytack. Also an “Algorithm 
Section” (edited by R. Piessens) and a “Letter Section” (edited by J.T. Oden and P.J. van der 
Houwen) were included. 
From that moment the Journal CAM was growing rapidly and with the help of independent 
referees also the quality of the papers improved. The number of volumes was growing almost 
every year: 1 and 1983,2 in 1984,3 in 1986,4 in 1987,5 in 1990,6 in 1993 and in 1994 there will 
be 7 volumes. 
Also several “Special 
Editors” were published, 
Elsevier Science B.V. 
SSDI 0377-0427(94)00017-U 
Issues” on topics of particular importance and edited by “Guest 
as well as proceedings of several international congresses. 
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To celebrate the appearance of the tenth volume of Journal CAM an “International 
Congress on Computational and Applied Mathematics” was organized at the University of 
Leuven (Belgium) in July 1984. The success of this congress was the start for a series of 
congresses that took place every two years at the University of Leuven. This volume contains 
the Proceedings of ICCAM’92, organized in Leuven in July 1992, and ICCAM’94 will take 
place in Leuven on July 25-30, 1994. 
If the Journal CAM has become now a leading journal in the field of computational and 
applied mathematics, then this is the result of the cooperation of many persons. Therefore the 
Editors thank everybody who contributed to the Journal in the past. We especially express our 
gratitude to the former and present Publishers. We sincerely thank all the authors of papers 
Editorial /Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics 50 (1994) 1-3 
north- hc slland 
Fig. 2. 
that appeared in the Journal for their confidence, and last 
much the work of our referees, who carefully helped us 
submitted papers. 
but not least, we appreciate very 
in improving the quality of the 
It is our hope that the Journal CAM will continue to provide “the possibility of close contact 
between mathematics and the fields of applications”, as expressed by the late Prof. L. Collatz 
in his Preface to the first issue. In this way authors and readers will find the inspiration and 
motivation for doing research and trying to find solutions to scientific problems of today and 
tomorrow. 
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